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 Lisianthus (Eustoma russellianum)
Lisianthus (Eustoma):
Eustoma russelianum, also called Lisianthus, originates from Mexico and northern America and belongs to the Gentianaceae. It is commercially grown from seedlings: a small plant grown from seed. The optimal day temperature is between 20-30 degrees Celsius, the minimum night temperature is 14 degrees Celsius.

Assortment:
Single and double flowered varieties are available in the following colours: purple, blue, pink, white ,yellow, rose, green, picotee rose, picotee blue. Ball Holland can deliver all available varieties. 

Singles: Ventura, Malibu, Laguna, Kyoto (Flamenco), Fuji, (Heidi), Candy (Royal), Charm and Polestar, Paloma.

Double: Avial, Balboa, Catalina, Dream (Echo), and Mariachi.

Soil and fertilisation:
Preliminary soil analysis is recommended. Ensure sufficient base fertilisation. Supplementary fertilisation is required until bud formation using composite fertilisers and/or potassium nitrate and magnesium sulphate or calcium nitrate; during bud formation predominantly potassium nitrate should be given. Rinse after every application to prevent burning. Lisianthus prefers a light well draining soil with a Ph (H2O) of 6,5 and an EC of 0,9 mS/cm. Make sure soil is free of disturbing or compacted layers.

On receipt of plants:
Handle boxes with great care and try to minimise temperature fluctuations when transporting the plants from the airport to the farm. Measure the temperature when receiving the consignment. Open the boxes, once on the farm, in a cool room. Store trays per variety in the shade. Plant the seedlings in the field as soon as possible, preferably in the afternoon.

Confirm receipt in good order to Florensis Cut Flowers giving full details about the status of the plants, quantity and any remarks you find important. Each box contains 1 tray (type 600).Each tray contains a minimum of approximately 480 mature uniform plants, depending on variety, the rest will be smaller plants or even empty holes.

Planting:
Put the first layer of crop support on the ground before planting, makes planting easy. Make small holes in which the plugs fit nicely to get an optimal contact between plug and soil. Plant as deep as the plugs are long, no not damage the root system by pushing the plugs in the soil. Do not plant too deep and not in a depression as water will accumulate causing an oxygen shortage. We prefer to keep 1mm of the plug visible after planting. Make sure the bottom leaves do not lay on the soil. Florensis Cut Flowers can include a tray pusher to lift the plants from the tray. Do not mix big and small plants, when planting them separately you can nurse them better. You can water the trays if you feel the plugs are too dry but avoid soaking wet plugs at time of planting. 

Plant 64 plants per net square meter for “single stem” production.

Plant 32 plants per net square meter, this will result in 60 – 80 stems per m2 after pinching. 

According to the climate there is always some fine tuning to be done to get the optimum balance between quality and quantity.

Irrigation:
An even distribution of water is important. Give frequent water after planting as the first roots establish in the upper (5 cm) of the soil. For the very small plants it is essential to give overhead irrigation, by using micro jets for example. After this phase one should stimulate the plants to produce deeper roots by reducing the irrigation frequency whilst giving same total quantity of water. When the plants are half way their development, switch over to drip irrigation. Lisianthus is very sensitive to excess water in the root zone. Foliage can look a little floppy during a sudden weather change but should always recover during night time.

Lisianthus needs some stress when the buds are visible to change from vegetative to generative growth. If the foliage is still flaccid in the morning plants have been stressed too much.

Pinching:
Pinching needs to be done as quickly as possible after the plants are established (this takes in general 2 weeks). The actual time for pinching is when the majority of all plants in a block are starting to elongate. Pinch a block in one go to get uniform regrowth. Height of the pinch: leave 2 to 3 leaf pairs on the plant.

Harvest:
Harvesting stage depends very much on market requirements in regard to the number of open flowers per stem.

This information is composed with the most possible care. However, Florensis Cut Flowers can not be held responsible for the actual results since this depends on a lot of factors beyond Florensis Cut Flowers control. 
[image: image2.jpg]



www.florensis.com

