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	Ranunculus hybrids
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‚Pratolino’

Family:   Ranunculaceae

Home:    Asia, Europe  

	

	


	Preface


The Pratolino series is a genetically compact growing pot-ranunculus variety with big flowers. Besides the mixture we offer seven individual colours. 

	Varieties


Pratolino Pink Shades rose shades

Pratolino Orange Shades, orange shades

Pratolino Red Shades, red shades

Pratolino Yellow Shades, yellow shades

Pratolino White Shades, white shades

Pratolino Mixed, formula mixture

	Sowing 


Requirement for 1000 plants: 13000 seeds; Duration of germination: 14 days at 10-15°C

Sow end of August to October into seed boxes or the single seeds into small pot trays in a sterile medium. Sow the seeds evenly and finely and cover them with a thin layer of growing medium. Water carefully. Place the trays on a cool place with good ventilation. The trays should never dry up before germination. 

	Potting


The seedlings are usually planted into the final pot when they have 4 to 5 pairs of leaves. You can pot them individually into 9-10 cm pots or with 3 plants into 11 –12 cm pots. 

	Spacing


Cultivate first pot by pot. Space later to 48-56 plants/m2. 

	Medium and nutrition


Use a nutritive growing medium with a not too high salt level. The pH should be between 5.5 and 6.5. Ranunculuses first grow slowly and have a high requirement for nutrients, for this reason early liquid-fertilizer applications are necessary. After rooting weekly liquid-fertilizer applications have to be made with a concentration of 0.2 to 0.3 % resp. fertigations with 0.06-1 g/l with every watering or intermittent irrigation. 

In order to make the plants firm and resistant it is recommended to fertilize alternately well-balanced/with emphasis on potassium.

	Further cultivation


Place on a cool place with good light conditions and ventilation. The best plant quality is achieved by a lowering of the temperature during the night to 6-8°C, a high level of light during the days and an adaption of the day temperatures to the light conditions. The dayly temperature should not exceed 12°C (ventilation 15°C), however. Ranunculus prefers low temperatures and thrives even at daily temperatures of 5°C. During the night temperatures from 2°C are possible.

	Watering


It is important to water regularly; especially when temperatures are warm daily waterings are necessary. Pot Ranunculus first require large quantities of water and nutrients. After appearance of the first flower the supply of water has to be reduced to the half. The medium should always be moist, but not wet because the plants are sensitive to wetness.

	Pests and diseases


The following fungus diseases may appear: Botrytis, Ramularia, powdery mildew and Colletotrichum. We recommend an airy cultivation with good light conditions and sufficient space between the plants. 

The most frequent pests are aphids. Especially during the bud phase the plants should be controlled regularly. Further damages may be caused by Sciara and leaf miners. 

	These instructions are based on tests, crop experiences and results from research institutes. As a successful crop depends on a high degree on the individual conditions during the cultivation we cannot take over any liability for possible damages.
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